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Rebels from the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator (Coordinadora Guerrillera Simon Bolivar,
CGSB) launched a new military offensive in mid-January. According to the government, the
offensive is aimed at destabilizing the upcoming general elections, while at the same time
pressuring President Cesar Gaviria's administration to reopen peace negotiations. Talks between
the government and the CGSB which includes the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionaria de Colombia, FARC) and the National Liberation Army (Ejercito
de Liberacion Nacional, ELN) broke down in mid-1992.
The offensive began with the Jan. 16 kidnapping of two US evangelical pastors from a farm in Meta.
According to police, the kidnapping carried out by FARC was one of several CGSB actions aimed at
protesting the presence of US troops in the country. The US forces are constructing a military base
and are carrying out training for Colombian troops. Both activities are aimed at fortifying the combat
capability of local security forces, which are simultaneously fighting the guerrillas as well as drug
traffickers.
Just one day after kidnapping the two pastors, rebels carried out an assassination attempt against
Finance Minister Rudolf Hommes. A bomb placed in Hommes's car was detonated by remote
control. The explosion destroyed the car and seriously injured a bodyguard, but the minister
escaped unharmed. Following the explosion, police conducted a massive sweep through Bolivar
City, a working-class district of Bogota, and other neighborhoods. Rebels belonging to the ELN
claimed responsibility for the attack. Meanwhile, on Jan. 20 officials from the state-owned oil
company Ecopetrol told reporters that ELN rebels had carried out another major bombing attack
against the Cano-Limon petroleum pipeline in northern Colombia, spilling an estimated 5,000
barrels of oil. The rebels have carried out dozens of similar attacks on the same pipeline in recent
years.
The guerrillas also stepped up a campaign of threats and attacks against mayors and candidates
for municipal office in several parts of the country. The rebels have either threatened or directly
attacked at least 225 of the country's 1,050 mayors as part of CGSB efforts to disrupt national
elections this year, which include legislative elections in March, presidential elections in May, and
municipal elections in October. As a result, some candidates and current mayors have requested
police protection, while many others have resigned their posts or dropped out of the electoral races.
Since the CGSB campaign against municipal authorities began last year, a total of 17 mayors have
been assassinated, while dozens more have been kidnapped. These efforts have allowed the CGSB
to expand its area of operations, and its influence on local populations.
President Gaviria himself recently conceded that the CGSB has now achieved "some type of
presence" in about 500 of the more than 1,000 municipalities around the country. In an effort to
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curtail rebel influence in municipalities where rebel attacks have occurred, the government has
resorted to appointing military officers to take over the vacancies left by mayors.
Meanwhile, political assassinations and mass murders continue unabated. On Jan. 23, for example,
in the town of Apartado (Antioquia department, about 192 km. northwest of Bogota), some 20
unidentified gunmen stormed a gathering of over 500 demobilized rebels and their sympathizers.
The assailants opened fire on the crowd, killing 35 people and wounding at least 12 others. The
gathering was organized by the Hope, Peace and Freedom Party, a political organization formed by
demobilized rebels from the Popular Liberation Army (Ejercito Popular de Liberacion, EPL).
In response to the massacre, President Gaviria called an emergency meeting of his national security
advisors, sent military reinforcements to the Uraba region where the attack occurred, and imposed
a curfew. No group has claimed responsibility for the attack. Not surprisingly, the government says
the gunmen were members of the FARC, which in the past has targeted demobilized members
of the EPL as "traitors" to the armed struggle. Nevertheless, the FARC issued a public statement
denying any link to the incident. In December the Washington-based human rights organization
Americas Watch released a new report on Colombia. The report accuses both the rebels and the
government of waging a "dirty war" in which both sides have committed serious human rights
violations. "Both parties continue to use terror to gain supporters or to intimidate those they
perceive as their enemies," reads the report.
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